
 

 

 

 

02 October 2026 
 

Dear Families 
 

Home Language GCSE Qualifications 

The languages department is keen to celebrate and encourage the linguistic diversity of 
students at Sackville School. We believe, as a school, in the fundamental value that speaking 
another language at home can bring to a student’s life and to that of the wider school 
community, and want to encourage those students who do speak another language at home 
to challenge themselves and receive an additional qualification in their home language. Last 
year, all students who sat a higher tier home language GCSE achieved grades 7-9, with 7 grade 
9s achieved. 

We are, therefore, delighted to be able to offer the opportunity to sit a GCSE in their native 
language(s) to those students in Year 10/11 who speak one of the languages listed below: 

 

French   Italian 

German  Japanese 

Spanish   Persian 

Arabic   Polish 

Biblical Hebrew  Portuguese 

Chinese   Russian 

Greek   Turkish 

Gujurati  Urdu 

 

Please note that, as these ‘additional’ GCSEs are aimed at students already proficient in these 
languages, interested students are expected to study independently – we are unable to offer 
timetabled teaching towards the qualification in school. However, we will provide guidance 
on which topics and vocabulary students need to know, and on how to approach the 
assessment components that make up the exam. 

For students to be able to achieve a GCSE grade in their home language, they require a 
minimum proficiency level of A2 on the CEFR scale. An example (in English) of a good GCSE 
writing answer is overleaf. If you feel that your child would be able to produce an accurate, 
similar answer in their native/home language, then they should be able to achieve well at 
GCSE. 



If you are interested in entering your child for one of these qualifications this academic year, 

please email Mrs Potts (cpotts@mysackville.co.uk) confirming your child’s name, year 
group, tutor group and which language you wish to enter them for. We will then set about 
assessing their proficiency in school before making a final decision on entering them for the 
exam. To facilitate this process, we kindly request that you make contact no later than Friday 
06 November 2026. 

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. We look forward to further 
celebrating the successes and linguistic diversity of the Sackville community. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

Mr Sam Francis                                 Mrs Chloe Potts 
CTL Languages                                  Teacher of Languages 
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