
 

 

     

 
Families Bulletin 
Monday 28 September 2026 - Friday 02 October 2026 
 

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Families 
 

Earlier this week I hosted a visitor to our school, an experienced Headteacher and CEO of a small multi 
academy trust. His visit was part of an initiative we are working on with a group of schools to share strategies 
around  attendance. Why am I telling you this you might ask? Apart from raising awareness of all of the hard 
work  all schools are doing right now to try and improve school attendance back to prepandemic levels, I 
wanted to share his observations.  
 

After spending the day speaking to staff and students, visiting lessons and looking at the way students 
interacted at break times he was blown away by what he saw. His parting words to me were ‘Jo, you have such 
a lovely school here. The students were well behaved, polite and courteous.’ He went on to say how focused 
they were in lessons and the relationships he witnessed between them and staff and that the staff he met 
were fantastic. Whilst he didn’t tell me anything I don’t already know, it is always lovely to hear such positive 
feedback. 
 

Year 10 Information Evening 
On that same note, I am sitting writing this after a really successful Year 10 Information Evening. It was really 
lovely to welcome just over a third of the families from Year 10 who were able to join us for an informative 
evening aimed at helping to guide their children through this next stage in their education. They heard 
presentations from Maths, English and Science as well as Beliefs and Values which will be the first GCSE they 
sit at the end of this year. There was also a fantastic session on study skills. 
 

Feedback received from families as they left for the evening was really positive. If you weren't able to make 
the session and for those who did. All resources and presentations will be put up on our Hub on the school 
website in the next couple of days. 
 

Open Mornings 
Continuing on the theme of positive feedback, it has been wonderful to welcome so many prospective parents 
and students to our open mornings this week and hear their positive feedback about our school. Our students, 
as always, do us proud when they show visitors around the school and this week was no exception. We have 
two more open mornings next week on Wednesday and Thursday, so please pass this on to anyone who may 
have missed our Open Evening or just want to see the school ‘in action’. 
 

Today is a little quieter in school with the vast majority of Year 7 out on a trip. I am really looking forward to 
hearing how they all got on. There may be a few extra tired people going home this weekend. 
 
 
Jo Meloni 
Headteacher, BA (Hons), NPQEL, CPCC 
 

Week: A      Timetable: 4 + 1                   
 



 

 

Hot Chocolate with the Head 

 

It was a delight to meet a few students who are new to our school community this morning from the Angelou 

Community. Lily (Year 7), Kahlan (Year 8) Kimberly (Year 10) and Sesandi (Year 9) have all settled in really well 

and I am looking forward to seeing them build in confidence over the next year. They have already got off to a 

flying start so I have high hopes.  

 

Joining them were Rosie (Year 9), Tilly (Year 10) and Gethin (Year 11) each nominated for their fantastic start to 

the year and demonstrating values such as Ambition and Positivity. 

 

Well done to each of them, 
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Key Dates 

 

Wednesday 07 October 2026​​ ​ ​ Year 11 Information Evening  

Thursday 08 October 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Year 7 Subject Workshop/Meet the Tutor 

Thursday 15 October 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Year 12 Information Evening  

Wednesday 21 October 2026​​ ​ ​ Family Focus Group - 4.00pm 

Thursday 22 October ​​ ​ ​ ​ KS4/KS5 Celebration Evening  

Wednesday 04 November 2026​ ​ ​ Sixth Form Open Evening - 6.00pm - 8.00pm  

 

 

Notice Board 

 

School Show Announcement  
We are excited to announce this year's school show at Little Shop Of Horrors!!  

We would love for as many students to be involved as possible. Audition dates 

are:   

Thursday 1st October: Yr 7&8 

Monday 5th October: Yr 9/10/11/12/13  

If you are interested in being part of the Cast, Band or Crew please sign up 

below via the show Google Classroom.  

 

Join the Google Classroom for more information: ng7zgglb  

 

 

 

Road Closure Update 
B2110 1425 College Lane, East Grinstead Combined Bridge Repairs / Gas Main - Road Closure Start Date: 05 

October 2026 

·      Please be advised that, to allow for the repairs to the 1425 College Lane Bridge, works are due 

to start on 05 October 2026 and last approximately six weeks, until 13 November 2026. In order 

to minimise disruption it will be working in collaboration with Scotia Gas Networks, who will be 

installing approximately 500 metres of new gas main along College Lane between Cranston 

Road and the Lewis Road / High Street junction at the same time. 

  

To enable these repair works to be done safely, these combined works will be done in four phases, noting 

these may be subject to change 

 

·      Lane Closure (05 October to 23 October): Initial bridge repairs will be carried out under a lane        

closure using two-way lights. 

·      Phase one road closure  (26 October to 29 October): Remaining bridge repair works and initial 

gas main diversion works north of the bridge will be completed under a full 24hr road closure 

from Cranston Road to De La Warr junction, requiring a short diversion. 
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·      Phase two road closure - (29 October to 04 November) remaining bridge repair works and gas 

main diversion works south of the bridge will be completed under a full 24hr road closure from 

immediately north of the bridge to just north of Old Road junction. The exit out of De La Warr 

and Old Road may be closed. 

·      Phase three road closure - (05 November to 13 November) resurfacing of bridge works and 

remaining gas main works at the southern end of College Lane will be completed under a full 

24hr road closure from immediately north of the bridge to the junction of High Street / Lewes 

Road. The exit out of De La Warr and Old Road onto College Lane will be closed. 

West Sussex County Councils FAQs regarding this can be found here 

 

Book Of The Week 

When the Sky Falls - Phil Earle 

 

During the Second World War, Joseph unexpectedly finds himself caring for Adonis, a huge silverback gorilla at 

the local zoo. Phil Earle’s When the Sky Falls is a gripping, emotional adventure about courage, loyalty and 

unlikely friendship, best suited to KS3 readers who enjoy historical fiction with real jeopardy and heart. 

"It is tense, moving and almost impossible to put down." 

 

Expectations of a PE lesson 
If your child is not able to take part in a PE lesson, please could you contact their teacher, preferably via email 

the day/night before, or a handwritten note by a family member, which should be handed to their teacher at 

the start of their PE Lesson. 

 

Kit expectations can be found on the school website. 

If your child does not provide a reason for non-participation or is missing an item of kit, they will receive a 

negative point reported on Class Charts. If they receive three points, this will automatically trigger a 20-minute 

detention. 

 

Your child's PE Lessons can be found on the noticeboard in the PE corridor; this gives all the necessary lesson 

information up to the summer term. 

 

Further reminders 

●​ Non-school trainers should be worn for PE lessons 

●​ Gum shields are recommended for hockey and rugby 

●​ Aerosol deodorants are banned from being used within the changing rooms. 

PE and School Fixtures 

These can be found on SOCS. Details of fixtures, dates, timings, and venues, etc can be found there. If your 

child is due to take part, the teacher in charge of that fixture will contact you with the details. 

 

The password for further details will be required. That password is: RH19Sports 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KJ9Idl9AnmzE1Lu1RdF0-I8G6CcBOhlf/view?usp=sharing
https://socs.sackvilleschool.org.uk/


 

 

Medical Changes  
Please keep us up to date with any medical changes for your child. Use the link to the Google Form below, and 

we will update our records in school - Medical Update Form. 
 

Current Vacancies  

We have two support staff roles available at the moment. If you would be interested in any of the following or 

know anyone else who may be, please call Katie Dawson, Headteacher’s PA, for more information, or apply 

directly following these links:       

●​ Catering Assistant - Closing date Monday 28 September 2026 
●​ Premises Officer - Closing date Friday 02 October 2026 
●​ Performing Arts and Audio Visual Technician - Closing date Friday 09 October 2026 
●​ Exam Invigilators  

   

 Safeguarding  
 

Safeguarding Leads: 
Mr Millican - amillican@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Street - pstreet@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mrs Steer - asteer@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Vallally-Godfrey - avallallygodfrey@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

 

Safeguarding Team: 
Mr Endersby - jendersby@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mrs Hunt - shunt@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Ms Porter - mporter@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Cowlin - pcowlin@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Quigley - pquigley@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

 

Mrs Harper - aharper@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Groves - hgroves@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mrs Valentine - hvalentine@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

 

 

 

Sackville News 

 

We also publish a half-termly newsletter and the latest edition can be seen here: Sackville Newsletter.  

Next publication date: Friday 23 October 2026 
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https://forms.gle/mA25D4aRoY2TRtau9
https://www.sackvilleschool.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/92502633A1160E39C4E2AB0ED63C591F.pdf
https://www.sackvilleschool.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/C6FF53F0C4AD4738D8E70D161FEE8693.pdf
https://www.sackvilleschool.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/adverts/6B0E0238EED6B57E1DE1E82AB5F347B2.pdf
https://www.sackvilleschool.org.uk/_site/data/files/users/5/files/BF66886B4F6891C66617447AF33AD695.pdf
mailto:amillican@sackvilleschool.org.uk
mailto:pstreet@sackvilleschool.org.uk
mailto:asteer@sackvilleschool.org.uk
mailto:avallallygodfrey@sackvilleschool.org.uk
mailto:jendersby@sackvilleschool.org.uk
mailto:shunt@sackvilleschool.org.uk
mailto:mporter@sackvilleschool.org.uk
mailto:pcowlin@sackvilleschool.org.uk
mailto:pquigley@sackvilleschool.org.uk
mailto:aharper@sackvilleschool.org.uk
mailto:hgroves@sackvilleschool.org.uk
mailto:hvalentine@sackvilleschool.org.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v0WmskzME-eXArYcF3MLHjx_M5wKg6E2/view?usp=sharing


 

Futures - Find It Out Thursday 
 

Find It Out Thursdays 
This is a chance for students to explore different professions and learn from people who are 

in that industry. 

Each week, a different professional comes in to talk to students about the different aspects 

of their job, how they entered that industry, the skills and qualifications required, and the 

different routes available to students thinking of joining that sector.  Students have the 

opportunity to ask those in the know and get first-hand information.  

 

Students can sign up for one talk each half term, so please encourage them to sign up using 

the Google Form shared with them and take advantage of this opportunity.  Link 

 

Autumn Half Term 

This half term we are lucky enough to have the following people coming in to speak to students 

 

●​ Norland Nannies 

Would you like to be a fully qualified nanny or like to investigate what is involved? 

If so, sign up for this talk to find out more. 

 

●​ Vets 

Is veterinary medicine an industry you would like to join?  Would you like to work with animals? 

Come and hear about the industry and what is involved in looking after people's pets. 

 

If you or someone you know would be willing to come in and speak to students about your profession, how 

you joined it, and what qualifications and routes are open to people.  Hearing from people who are doing it 

day to day is invaluable to students while they explore options open to them.  If you would be willing to come 

in and inspire the younger generation, please contact Helen Smith on hsmith@sackvilleschool.org.uk. 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0ThS06g0_YFVcwJuiYhLImh9_UluF1bleH-RtP-fj0x-4ow/viewform?usp=publish-editor
mailto:hsmith@sackvilleschool.org.uk


 
 

Medication, Illness and Vaccines 
 

NHS Guidelines 
Please find some useful information here from the NHS on when to 

keep your child off school. 

 

Medication 
To ensure that we continue to support students when they are 

unwell, we need to make sure our records are up-to-date. As a school, 

we will continue to administer ad-hoc medication as per the consent 

slip you have completed. If you wish for this to change, please contact the relevant year team. Should your 

child be diagnosed with any new medical condition, please contact us.  

 

In addition, should your child's medical condition change (i.e., they no longer need to use their inhaler), please 

contact their community team.  

We will continue to provide the support and medical assistance you have already agreed to unless we hear 

from you. 

 

Illness 
In order to keep the more vulnerable members of our school community safe, a reminder to inform the school 

if your child contracts any of the following: Chickenpox, Shingles, Measles or Mumps. Please call the relevant 

community office. Thank you in advance. 

 

 

Lost Property  
Please can we ask that you check the lost property list above for items missing and encourage students to look 

in lost property for their missing items. Can we remind parents to name everything for a much higher chance 

of relocating lost property to their rightful owner.  
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https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/?es_c=DF368E382426C7F038663F85088E139C&es_cl=369E365B9785EACE3B4E4723ED22B84C&es_id=ph7%C2%A3o1


 

 

Community Clubs, Sports, Services and Events   

 

Dorking Wanderers Academy​ ​ ​ Tennis Sessions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crawley Town - Player Development Programmes 
We are currently still looking for players to join both our Boys and Girls programmes  
 

Boys Programme: 

●​ The Elite and Development Programme is the first step in our pathway towards our senior team. The 

goal of the programme is to help improve technical ability and knowledge of the game through 

high-quality sessions and fixtures during half terms. We aim to give players opportunities to grow and 

progress with us through the age groups, with the chance to represent Crawley on a national stage in 

the U16-U19 Education Programme. 

●​ We are in a fixture programme with six other professional clubs' foundations. ( Swindon, Millwall, 

Crystal Palace, Fulham, Watford and Luton) We will play fixtures in October, February, April, and May 

half-term. Players will get the chance to represent Crawley Town FC against high-level opposition across 

the season and showcase what they have learnt throughout their time on the programme. 

 Girls Programme: 

●​ The Crawley Town Girls Elite and Development Centre is designed to help girls develop through 

additional, high-quality training at Crawley Town. Our sessions focus on the key details of the game and 

developing players’ technical, tactical abilities and decision-making. Players also have the opportunity 

to represent Crawley Town in fixtures against other professional club development centres, putting 

their skills into practice and experiencing different challenges. 
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Yvonne Arnaud - Youth Theatre​ ​ ​ Storm Basketball Website here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crawley Down - U18 Girls​ ​         ​ ​ Curry and Quiz Night  

 

​  
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https://stormbasketballclub.com/grassroots-sessions/


 

Parenting Mental Health Service Mind - West Sussex 
​  
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East Grinstead Library​ ​ ​ Teach South East  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Timetable - Face​ ​ ​ Forest Row F.C​ ​ ​  
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The Addams Family - A New Musical ​ ​ Crawley Sea Cadets  
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