
 

 

     

 
Families Bulletin 
Monday 14 September 2026 - Friday 18 September 2026 
 

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Families 
 
Our students have been so impressive this week both in lessons and around school. It has been an absolute 
pleasure to walk the corridors, pop into classes and engage with them at break and lunchtime. I don’t think I 
have had another week whereby so many students have asked ME how I am and how my day is going. Now, 
either I am looking more tired than I thought I was after just two weeks back or…. it’s just a great example of 
what polite young people we have in the school. I am going with the later and long may that continue. 
 
We had our first trip of the year out yesterday with 30 students from years 7-9 visiting Lords cricket ground. 
Whilst there they received some expert cricket coaching and attended a careers fair highlighting future 
employment, apprenticeship, and career opportunities within the sports and cricket industries. What a 
fantastic opportunity for our students who conducted themselves extremely well. 
 
Open Evening and Open Mornings 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming some of you and many new families to our annual Open Evening next 
Thursday 17 September. If you know any families who are interested in coming to see what we do but are 
concerned they may live out of catchment please do encourage them to come along to the Open Evening 
and speak to us. We are entering into a number of years with lower child birth figures so our intake is 
constantly changing and we regularly take children from outside the immediate East Grinstead area and run a 
paid shuttle service to some locations where there may not be an obvious bus route. 
 
All bookings for our Open Evening and Open Mornings can be accessed via our booking system on the main 
school website https://www.sackvilleschool.org.uk/  
 
 
 
 
 
Jo Meloni 
Headteacher, BA (Hons), NPQEL, CPCC 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    Week: A      Timetable: 4 + 1 

 

https://www.sackvilleschool.org.uk/


                                                       

 

                    Hot Chocolate with the Head 

 

 

I had the pleasure of meeting a small group of our new Year 7 students today for Hot Chocolate with the Head. 

For new families, this is a weekly event whereby I select a specific year group of we rotate Communities to 

nominate a group of students who have stood out that week or over a longer period of time, demonstrating a 

commitment to our school values and Sackville Way. 

 

Congratulations to Mayra, Tobi, Joshua, Emily, Henry, Beulah, Evelyn, Maddison, Aaron and Edie for being the 

first nominees of the year. They have each demonstrated at least one of the following school values, Ambition, 

Positivity and Kindness. 

 

What a great start for them all. Keep up the good work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Key Dates 

 

Tuesday 15 September 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Duke of Edinburgh Parent/Carer Evening  

Thursday 17 September 2026 ​ ​ ​ Opening Evening  

Thursday 17 September ​ ​ ​ ​ Early Closure - 12.35pm 

Friday 18 September 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Late Start 9.25am  

Wednesday 23 September 2026​ ​ ​ Year 7 - 11 Flu Vaccinations 

Thursday 24 September 2026​​ ​ ​ Year 10 Information Evening  

Friday 25 September 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Year 7 Activity Day - Brighton 

Wednesday 07 October 2026​​ ​ ​ Year 11 Information Evening  

Thursday 08 October 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Year 7 Subject Workshop/Meet the Tutor 

Thursday 08 October 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Year 6 Open Evening  - 5.30pm - 8.30pm 

Thursday 15 October 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Year 12 Information Evening  

Wednesday 21 October 2026​​ ​ ​ Family Focus Group - 4.00pm 

Thursday 22 October ​​ ​ ​ ​ KS4/KS5 Celebration Evening  

Wednesday 04 November 2026​ ​ ​ Sixth Form Open Evening - 6.00pm - 8.00pm  
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Notice Board 

 

Canada Ski Trip 2027 
Do you love the idea of learning to ski or perfecting your skiing ability in the Rocky Mountains of Canada?  

Then our next ski trip that will take us to Jasper in Canada may be the answer!   

 

A small number of places have now become available for this trip which takes place from Friday 26 March 

2027 until Saturday 03 April 2027.  The cost of the ski trip is £2495 (a payment plan can be arranged) and 

covers all transport, accommodation, all meals, ski hire and instruction, evening entertainment and a 

complimentary hoodie.   

 

If your child is interested, please get in touch with me at dgerretsen@sackvilleschool.org.uk before the 15th 

September.  
 
 

Medical Changes  
Please keep us up to date with any medical changes for your child. Use the link to the Google Form below and 

we will update our records in school. 

Medical Update Form   
 

 

Book of the Week  
 
 

We have a non-fiction choice for this week's Book of the Week. A fresh addition to the 

popular 'Football Rising Stars' series featuring Ballon d'Or winning Spanish midfielder, 

Aitana Bonmati. This insightful and revealing book tells the story of Bonmati's rise from 

her upbringing in Catalonia to playing a starring role for Spain and Barcelona.  

 

 

 

 

Current Vacancies  

We have two support staff roles available at the moment. If you would be interested in any of the following or 

know anyone else who may be, please call Katie Dawson, Headteacher’s PA for more information, or apply 

directly following these links:       

●​ Exam Invigilators  
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https://www.sackvilleschool.org.uk/_site/data/files/users/5/files/BF66886B4F6891C66617447AF33AD695.pdf


 

 Safeguarding  
 

Safeguarding Leads: 
Mr Millican - amillican@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Street - pstreet@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mrs Steer - asteer@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Vallally-Godfrey - avallallygodfrey@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

 

 

Safeguarding Team: 
Mr Endersby - jendersby@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mrs Hunt - shunt@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Ms Porter - mporter@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Cowlin - pcowlin@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Quigley - pquigley@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

 

Mrs Harper - aharper@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Groves - hgroves@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mrs Valentine - hvalentine@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

 

 

 

Sackville News 

 

We also publish a half termly newsletter and the latest edition can be seen here: Sackville Newsletter.  

Next publication date: Friday 23 October 2026 

 

Futures - Find It Out Thursday 
 

Find it Out Thursdays 
This is a chance for students to explore different professions and learn from those that are in 
that industry and can give a first hand experience. Different industries are highlighted each 
week and students have the opportunity to attend one talk per half term. When these terms 
talks have been confirmed, students will be able to sign up using a Google form that will be 
sent out. Students can come along and start to investigate career paths open to you and 
discover the skills that you will be required to develop to join that industry. 
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We are always looking for people to come in and speak to students about their jobs and professions.  Would 

you be willing to share your experience and join part of our Find it out Thursday program?  Please contact 

Helen Smith on hsmith@sackvilleschool.org.uk. 

 
Degree Apprenticeships 
Please find information on Degree Apprenticeships 

here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet the practitioner Careers Event  
 
I am writing to let you know about an exciting careers event being hosted by Surrey & Sussex Healthcare NHS 

Trust that may be of interest to your students. 

  

The Meet the Practitioner Careers Event brings together healthcare professionals from across the Trust to 

showcase the wide range of career opportunities available within healthcare. Attendees will have the chance 

to speak directly with practitioners, learn about different career pathways, explore routes into employment, 

apprenticeships, college, and university programmes, and gain valuable insight into the roles that contribute to 

patient care and the running of NHS services.  

The event is free and open to students considering their future career options and is suitable for those 

interested in both clinical and non-clinical professions. 

Why attend? 

●​ Meet professionals from a wide range of NHS careers 

●​ Learn about apprenticeship, university, and direct-entry routes 

●​ Explore careers you may not have considered before 

●​ Gain practical advice on qualifications, skills, and work experience 

●​ Ask questions and hear first-hand experiences from those working in healthcare  

We would be grateful if you could share this opportunity with your students, parents/carers, and relevant staff 

networks.  

Date: Tuesday 10 November 2026 

Time: 5.00pm – 8.00pm​
Location: East Surrey Hospital, Redhill​
Booking here 

 We look forward to welcoming students from across the region and inspiring the future NHS workforce. 
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Medication, Illness and Vaccines 
 

NHS Guidelines 
Please find some useful information here from the NHS on when to 

keep your child off school. 

 

Medication 
To ensure that we continue to support students when they are 

unwell, we need to make sure our records are up-to-date. As a school 

we will continue to administer ad-hoc medication as per the consent 

slip you have completed. If you wish for this to change, please contact the relevant year team. Should your 

child be diagnosed with any new medical condition please contact us.  

 

In addition, should your child's medical condition change (i.e., they no longer need to use their inhaler) please 

contact their community team.  

We will continue to provide the support and medical assistance you have already agreed to unless we hear 

from you. 

 

Illness 
In order to keep the more vulnerable members of our school community safe, a reminder to inform the school 

if your child contracts any of the following: Chickenpox , Shingles, Measles or Mumps. Please call the relevant 

community office, thank you in advance. 

 

Lost Property  
Please can we ask that you check the lost property list above for items missing and encourage students to look 

in lost property for their missing items. Can we remind parents to name everything for a much higher chance 

of relocating lost property to their rightful owner.  
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Community Clubs, Sports, Services and Events   

 

 Storm Basketball ​ ​ ​ ​ Her Move 

Sports Event - "Her Move" - Saturday 12 September - East 

Grinstead  

Aimed at getting more girls and women active and engaged in 

sport 

https://www.hermove.uk/event-details/hermove-live26 
      

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Hospice Run 

 

 

 

 

​ ​ ​ ​  

Website here 

 

Crawley Down - U18 Girls​  

​ ​ ​ https://www.hospiceintheweald.org.uk/events/hospice-run-2026 
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     Parenting Mental Health Service 

​  
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Crawley Library ​​ ​ ​ ​        East Grinstead Library​  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Her Move  
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