
 

 

  

 

  Families Bulletin 
Monday 01 December 2025 - Friday 05 December 2025 

 

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Families 

It has been another incredibly busy week here at the school, with students excelling in a wide variety of 

activities, from the classroom to the stage and even the climbing wall. 

Our students have been active in their vocational and academic pursuits, with Year 11 students heading out 

for their rock climbing CNAT assessment, whilst our Year 12 Performing Arts students participated in a 

workshop focused on developing acting skills. We were also delighted to welcome our local MP, Mims Davies, 

who visited to answer insightful questions from our Sixth Form politics students, and a number of interested 

Year 11s. 

A particular highlight for me was the fantastic Winter Concert. The depth of talent on show was inspiring, with 

a program that offered real variety. We were treated to everything from classical pieces on piano, violin, and 

cello, to bands performing tracks by Kings of Leon, Coldplay, and Black Sabbath, alongside some wonderful 

musical theatre numbers. It has made us all very excited for our school musical, 'Bring It On,' coming up in 

February. 

Looking ahead to next week, the festive spirit is beginning to arrive. You may have noticed that our Christmas 

tree—once again generously donated by Graham Keenor, has gone up outside the school. We also have our 

annual Gym and Dance display taking place this Thursday evening. I look forward to seeing many of you there 

to support the students. 

In the meantime, have a lovely weekend and a great week ahead. 

 

 
 
 
Jo Meloni 
Headteacher 

 

Week: B​​ ​ Timetable: 4 + 1 

 



 

Hot Chocolate With The Head 
                              

Congratulations to Leia (Year 7), Luke and Ben (Year 8), Phoebe and Ben (Year 9), Will (Year 10) and Millie and 

Lauren (Year 11), for being nominated for Hot Chocolate this week. They have all shown great positivity and 

community spirit and it was a real pleasure getting to know them. 

 

They were joined by two Year 12 students, Acelya and Hope who are both new to our school this year. Both 

could not have been more positive about their experiences in the Sixth Form and the quality of support they 

are receiving. 

 

Well done to everyone and keep up the hard work. 

 

Ms Jo Meloni 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Families Focus Group 

 

The second Families Focus group meeting of the year will have a single agenda item around attendance, its 

importance to learning and social development alongside how we can support families with this. I hope to see 

as many families there as possible. 

If you would like to attend, please complete this Google form. 

 

Mr Paul Street 

Deputy Headteacher 
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Key Dates 

 
Thursday 04 December 2025​ ​ ​ ​ Gym and Dance Display 
Friday 05 December 2025​ ​ ​ ​ Year 11 into 12 Taster Day 
Monday 08 December 2025​ ​ ​ ​ San Francisco - Parent Meeting - 6pm 
Wednesday 10 December 2025 ​ ​ ​ Families Focus Group (FFG) - 4pm  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Year 8 Information Evening 
Thursday 11 December 2025​ ​ ​ ​ Year 11 Parent Consultation Evening 
Monday 15 December 2025​ ​ ​ ​ Disneyland Paris - Parent Meeting - 6pm 
Tuesday 16 December 2025​ ​ ​ ​ Christmas Carol Service - St Swithuns 
Monday 02 February 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Year 8 HPV vaccinations 
Thursday 08 January 2025​ ​ ​ ​ Year 12 Information Evening 
 
 

Notice board  
 

Exam Certificate Collection 
Exam certificates awarded in summer 2025 are now ready to be collected from reception for any student that 
has left Sackville and those who are still with us should have these handed out in form time. 
 

Book of the Week  
The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams 
The novel follows the adventures of Arthur Dent, an ordinary human who is saved 
from Earth's destruction by his alien friend. They hitchhike across the galaxy, 
encountering bizarre characters. The book is the first in a series of novels by Douglas 
Adams following the same characters and themes. The novels are full of rich 
imagination, witty descriptions and hilarious dialogue. A great introduction to science 
fiction.  
This week's recommendation comes from Year 8, Attenborough Community.  
 

Library - Tree of Thanks 

Christmas has arrived early in the library!  We have lots of festive reads, including new fiction books and 

Christmas cooking and craft books for creating some festive treats.  This year, as part of the Christmas 

decorations in the library we have a Tree of Thanks.  This is an opportunity to think about someone you'd like 

to say thank you to in the run up to Christmas.  If you'd like to add a thank you label to our tree, please pop 

into the library at break or lunchtime. 

 

Ski trip February 2026  
We may have one or two places opening up for the upcoming ski trip in February 2026 to Andorra.  Any 
interested skiers and families should contact me as soon as possible by email: 
dgerretsen@sackvilleschool.org.uk.   
Mr Daan Gerretsen 
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Christmas Box Competition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foodbank Referrals 
We are starting to share our December plans with clients so they can prepare ahead -  families should request 
any foodbank referrals a little earlier than usual to avoid a big rush towards the end of the month. E-vouchers 
will be accepted until the end of January.  
Food bank vouchers are issued by Amy Steer. Please email directly - asteer@sackvilleschool.org.uk. 

Extended Opening Hours and Christmas Room 
From Friday 12 December 2025, our christmas room will be open, and we will be offering extended hours 
(1.00pm – 4.00pm) on: 

●​ Friday 12 December 
●​ Monday 15 December 
●​ Wednesday 17 December 
●​ Friday 19 December 
●​ Monday 22 December 

We will then close for Christmas and reopen on Monday 05 January 2026, 1.00pm – 3.00pm 

What is in the Christmas Room? 
Visitors will be able to enjoy: 

●​ Preloved Teddy Stall 
●​ Hot drinks and mince pies while they browse 
●​ Festive extras such as biscuits, chocolates, mince pies, ham, hot dogs, crisps and sweets 
●​ Lots of seasonal cheer! 

Referrals and Visiting Advice 
It is extremely helpful if families arrive after 2.00pm, as we usually have a long queue at 1.00pm! 
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A Note on Frequency 
As you know, we normally suggest one visit per month unless the client has no current income or very limited 
finances.​
However, we do not want anyone going hungry while waiting for our Christmas period to begin. If clients need 
to come more than once in December, that is absolutely fine — but we will probably only be able to offer one 
visit to the Christmas Room. 
 

Safeguarding  

Attendance and Achievement Are Linked 

As teens gain independence, they’ll attend more social gatherings. Talk in advance about expectations: where 
they’re going, who’s hosting, how they’ll get home. Emphasise the importance of never leaving drinks 
unattended and always staying with a trusted friend. A "no questions asked" pickup policy can also help teens 
feel safe calling for help if needed. 
Please contact your child’s tutor, community team or safeguarding@sackvilleschool.org.uk if you have any 
concerns/questions around your child’s safety. You can also contact the following organisations, depending on 
where you live, to get more advice. 

West Sussex - 
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/keeping-children-safe/request-support-or-rai
se-a-concern-about-a-child/ 

East Sussex - https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/children-families/report-a-concern-child 

Surrey - https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/contact-childrens-services 

Kent - https://www.kscmp.org.uk/guidance/worried-about-a-child 

 

As always, if you are aware or have any worries 
regarding the safety of our students then contact our 
safeguarding team. Contact details below: 

Safeguarding Leads: 
Mr Millican - amillican@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Street - pstreet@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mrs Steer - asteer@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Vallally-Godfrey - 

avallallygodfrey@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

 

Safeguarding Team: 
Mr Endersby - jendersby@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mrs Hunt - shunt@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Ms Porter - mporter@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Cowlin - pcowlin@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Quigley - pquigley@sackvilleschool.org.uk 
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Mrs Harper - aharper@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Groves - hgroves@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mrs Valentine - hvalentine@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

 
 
 

Sparx Mathematics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra-Curricular Opportunities  

The link for this half terms extra-curricular sessions can be found here: 

Extra-Curricular Opportunities Autumn Term  

The ‘live’ document shows our sessions, and new clubs may appear throughout the term. These will be 
communicated through this document and the Families Bulletin. Once in the document please scroll across to 
the year group relevant to your child.  

Mr Ashley Vallally-Godfrey 
Associate Assistant Headteacher 
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Current Vacancies  

We have one support staff role available at the moment. If you would be interested in any of the following or 
know anyone else who may be, please call Katie Dawson, Headteacher’s PA for more information, or apply 
directly following these links: 

●​ Exam Invigilators 
 

 

Sackville News 

 

We also publish a half termly newsletter and the latest edition can be seen here: Sackville Newsletter.  

Next publication date: Friday 19 December 2025 

 

Futures - Find It Out Thursday 
 

This is a chance for students to explore different professions and learn from those that are in that industry and 
can give a first hand experience. Different industries are highlighted each week and students have the 
opportunity to attend one talk per half term. When these terms talks have been confirmed, students will be 
able to sign up using a Google form that will be sent out. Students can come along and start to investigate 
career paths open to you and discover the skills that you will be required to develop to join that industry. 
 
If you would be willing to come in and speak to students and be part of our Find it out Thursday program 
please contact Helen Smith on hsmith@sackvilleschool.org.uk. 
 

 

Medication, Illness and Vaccines 
 

NHS Guidelines 
Please find some useful information here from the NHS on when to keep 
your child off school. 

 

 

 

Medication 
To ensure that we continue to support students when they are unwell, we need to make sure our records are 
up-to-date. As a school we will continue to administer ad-hoc medication as per the consent slip you have 
completed. If you wish for this to change, please contact the relevant year team. Should your child be 
diagnosed with any new medical condition please contact us.  
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In addition, should your child's medical condition change (i.e., they no longer need to use their inhaler) please 
contact their community team.  
We will continue to provide the support and medical assistance you have already agreed to unless we hear 
from you. 

 
Asthma  
With the winter season on our doorstep, we would like to update our records with the treatment plans for any 
of our students who suffer from asthma. 
Please could you complete this Google Form as soon as possible. 
 

Illness 
In order to keep the more vulnerable members of our school community safe, a reminder to inform the school 
if your child contracts any of the following: Chickenpox, Shingles, Measles or Mumps. Please call the relevant 
community office, thank you in advance. 
 

Lost Property 
Any unlabelled lost property this week can be found here.  
If lost property is labelled, we will email home and hand it to students directly, students can also ask in their 
community. 
 
Please can we ask that you check the lost property list above for items missing and encourage students to look 
in lost property for their missing items. Can we remind parents to name everything for a much higher chance 
of relocating lost property to their rightful owner.  
 
 

External Clubs, Sports, Services and Events  

 

​          Basketball Club ​ ​ ​   ​ ​ A.I For Multi-Lingual  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Families 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sackville School Families’ Bulletin page 8 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfpKPjvpRztkr57vhPqhhKdGlDyaiTNIjQNQ4SeqGLk6aVVlw/viewform?usp=header
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LBzKIi6E--4x4UqClbaUugYj6gtYAlxu/view?usp=drive_link


 

 

U13 Football​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         SENCo Timetable 

 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

​ ​ ​ ​  

Girls Self Defence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

​    

 

Crochet Club​ ​ ​ Adopt and Animal​ ​     Football Training Camp 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

​ ​ ​ ​  
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Winter Holiday Activities ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Christmas Movie Night  

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

CD Phoenix Netball​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Holiday Skate Club ​ ​  ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​  
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