
 

 

  

 

  Families Bulletin 
Monday 08 December 2025 - Friday 12 December 2025 

 

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 

Dear Families 

 

It has been another productive week, with the absolute highlight being our Gym and Dance show. We had a record 

number of students taking part, around 350 and they all performed brilliantly. We are incredibly proud of them, 

and I know many of you shared that pride in our packed-out audience. 
 

Events like this remind us that young people develop a strong sense of belonging and personal growth not just from 

lessons, but from coming to school every day and seizing opportunities. 
 

While academic outcomes are vital, maintaining strong attendance (above 96%) is the key that unlocks that sense 

of belonging, self-confidence, and the ability to build meaningful relationships with peers and staff. Armed with 

these tools, we know our students flourish. 
 

How we can help: If you have questions about your child’s attendance, or if you have noticed changes such as 

increased requests to stay home, arriving later than usual, or struggling with specific lessons, please do get in 

touch. 
 

By working together as early as possible, we can put the right support in place to help your child get the most out 

of school and set them up for success. 
 

This final two weeks of term will be as productive as ever. We have a Year 8 Information Evening on Wednesday 10 

December, and the Year 11 Consultation Evening Thursday 11 December, a crucial follow-up to recent mock 

examinations.  
 

Then in the final week we have our annual Christmas Carol Service Tuesday 16 December at St Swithan’s Church, 

Celebration Assemblies, Christmas lunch, Community fundraising charity events, our Sackville Big Reveal results 

and a Festive Jumper day on the last day of term. There is so much for students to be getting involved with and 

succeeding in, alongside the important work that goes on inside the classroom every day. 

 

Have a lovely weekend 
 
 
 
Jo Meloni 
Headteacher 

Week: A​​ ​ Timetable: 4 + 1 

 



 

Hot Chocolate With The Head 
                     

It was a delight this week to meet with students from the Holmes Community, alongside two fantastic Year 12 

students from Yousafzai, Carmela and Lucie. 
 

It was a lovely chatty group led by Lucie and Carmela who put Uzayr and Ben in Year 7, Joey in Year 8, Emily in 

Year 9 and Ellie in Year 11 all at ease, by asking them questions about school and their hobbies. In fact, they 

were so good I almost felt surplus to requirements! 
 

It was great to hear about all of the clubs and activities they were part of, as well as how they were getting in 

in their lessons. The number of Sackville Starts received was a hot topic of conversation too! 
 

Well done to each of them on their hard work and attitudes. Meeting our Sackville Values and SWAY in every 

way. 

          

Ms Jo Meloni 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Key Dates 

 
Monday 08 December 2025​ ​ ​ ​ San Francisco - Parent Meeting - 6pm 
Wednesday 10 December 2025 ​ ​ ​ Year 8 Information Evening 
Thursday 11 December 2025​ ​ ​ ​ Year 11 Parent Consultation Evening 
Monday 15 December 2025​ ​ ​ ​ Disneyland Paris - Parent Meeting - 6pm 
Tuesday 16 December 2025​ ​ ​ ​ Christmas Carol Service - St Swithuns 
Wednesday 17 December 2025​ ​ ​ Angelou Charity Movie Night 
Friday 19 December 2025​ ​ ​ ​ Last Day of Term - 12pm finish 
Monday 05 January 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Return to school 
Thursday 08 January 2025​ ​ ​ ​ Year 12 Information Evening 
Monday 02 February 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Year 8 HPV vaccinations 
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Notice board  
 

Book of the Week  
The Maze Runner (series) by James Dashner 
The Maze Runner is a fast-paced, suspenseful thriller that drops readers into a deadly 

labyrinth where survival depends on teamwork and courage. With high-stakes action and 

constant twists, it’s a gripping read that keeps you racing to the end. 

Recommended by Year 8, Holmes 

 
 

Library - Tree of Thanks 

Christmas has arrived early in the library!  We have lots of festive reads, including new fiction books and 

Christmas cooking and craft books for creating some festive treats.  This year, as part of the Christmas 

decorations in the library we have a Tree of Thanks.  This is an opportunity to think about someone you'd like 

to say thank you to in the run up to Christmas.  If you'd like to add a thank you label to our tree, please pop 

into the library at break or lunchtime. 

 

Pre-loved Prom 
On Friday 30 January we are holding our first Pre-loved Prom Sale.  

We are looking for students and families who have Prom attire they no longer want and would like us to sell on 

their behalf. This includes dresses, suits, accessories and other prom related items. We will take a sellers fee 

which we are donating to the local food bank as they are in need of support.  

Watch this space, more information will be shared with families before Christmas. 

 

The event itself will be on Friday 30 January from 3.30pm - 5.30pm (P-Block). Students can browse, try and 

buy the items. We also plan to have stalls to help with the other sides of Prom planning, such as hair, make up, 

nails, dress alterations, limousines, spray tans  and more. We are hoping this will be a one-stop shop for all 

your Prom needs! If you are interested in having a stall please contact kdawson@sackvilleschool.org.uk 
 
Holmes Heroes 
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Christmas Box Competition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mental Health Month 
We are delighted to share that this year’s Mental Health Month has been one of our most successful yet. 

Throughout the month, our school community came together to raise awareness, support one another, and 

help promote positive wellbeing for students, staff, and families. 

A heartfelt thank you goes out to all the parents and carers who contributed so generously—whether by 

donating cakes and bakes for our fundraiser, providing raffle prizes for staff, or attending our Mental Health 

Drop-In Evening. Your involvement and enthusiasm made each event feel warm, supportive, and truly 

community-driven. We would also like to give a special shout-out to the wonderful staff members who 

embraced the challenge of growing moustaches in support of Movember. Their efforts not only sparked 

plenty of smiles but also helped raise money and awareness for men’s mental health. 

Thank you once again to everyone who helped make Mental Health Month such a meaningful and uplifting 

success. Your kindness and participation continue to make our school a place where wellbeing is valued and 

supported. 
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Year 8 Information Evening  
Sign up on MCAS for the Year 8 Information Evening being held on Wednesday 

10 December 2025, where families and students can find out more information 

about mental health and wellbeing support, promoting a love of reading, the 

extracurricular activities on offer and helping your child to learn languages at 

home. 

 

 

 

 

Attenborough Christmas Fair 

Following on from the success of last year's Easter event we are bringing a lunchtime Christmas Fair to 

Sackville next Friday in the D-Block Hall. We are raising funds for Cancer Research this year and would love 

students from across the school to share in the fun. Hope to see you there!  

Sam Ellis 

Head of Community and Teacher of Languages  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Family Focus Group  

 

Thank you to everyone who attended our recent FFG meeting on school attendance. We had a really positive 

discussion about the barriers to school attendance and some of the strategies / communications we can put in 

place to support families with attendance.  

Mr Street and Mr Millican started the session by summarising the school’s strategies for engaging with 

students and encouraging good attendance which are outlined in the document here. 
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Safeguarding  

What You Miss Matters 

It is easy to think, “It’s just one day,” but students often miss more than just lessons—they miss discussions, 

group work, teacher feedback, and peer support. These moments can’t always be caught up through 

homework alone. 

We will always contact you if we are concerned about a child's attendance. If you are worried, please do not 

hesitate to contact your child's tutor, the Community team or Miss Harper in the attendance office. 

 

As always, if you are aware or have any worries 
regarding the safety of our students then contact our 
safeguarding team. Contact details below: 

Safeguarding Leads: 
Mr Millican - amillican@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Street - pstreet@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mrs Steer - asteer@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Vallally-Godfrey - 

avallallygodfrey@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

 

Safeguarding Team: 
Mr Endersby - jendersby@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mrs Hunt - shunt@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Ms Porter - mporter@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Cowlin - pcowlin@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Quigley - pquigley@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

 

 

Mrs Harper - aharper@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Groves - hgroves@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mrs Valentine - hvalentine@sackvilleschool.org.uk 
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Sparx Mathematics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra-Curricular Opportunities  

The link for this half terms extra-curricular sessions can be found here: 

Extra-Curricular Opportunities Autumn Term  

The ‘live’ document shows our sessions, and new clubs may appear throughout the term. These will be 
communicated through this document and the Families Bulletin. Once in the document please scroll across to 
the year group relevant to your child.  

Mr Ashley Vallally-Godfrey 
Associate Assistant Headteacher 
 

 

Current Vacancies  

We have one support staff role available at the moment. If you would be interested in any of the following or 
know anyone else who may be, please call Katie Dawson, Headteacher’s PA for more information, or apply 
directly following these links: 

●​ Exam Invigilators 
●​ Catering Assistant 
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Sackville News 

 

We also publish a half termly newsletter and the latest edition can be seen here: Sackville Newsletter.  

Next publication date: Friday 19 December 2025 

 

Futures - Find It Out Thursday 
 

This is a chance for students to explore different professions and learn from those that are in that industry and 
can give a first hand experience. Different industries are highlighted each week and students have the 
opportunity to attend one talk per half term. When these terms talks have been confirmed, students will be 
able to sign up using a Google form that will be sent out. Students can come along and start to investigate 
career paths open to you and discover the skills that you will be required to develop to join that industry. 
 
If you would be willing to come in and speak to students and be part of our Find it out Thursday program 
please contact Helen Smith on hsmith@sackvilleschool.org.uk. 
 
 

 

Medication, Illness and Vaccines 
 

NHS Guidelines 
Please find some useful information here from the NHS on when to keep 
your child off school. 

 

 

 

Medication 
To ensure that we continue to support students when they are unwell, we need to make sure our records are 
up-to-date. As a school we will continue to administer ad-hoc medication as per the consent slip you have 
completed. If you wish for this to change, please contact the relevant year team. Should your child be 
diagnosed with any new medical condition please contact us.  
In addition, should your child's medical condition change (i.e., they no longer need to use their inhaler) please 
contact their community team.  
We will continue to provide the support and medical assistance you have already agreed to unless we hear 
from you. 
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Asthma  
With the winter season on our doorstep, we would like to update our records with the treatment plans for any 
of our students who suffer from asthma. 
Please could you complete this Google Form as soon as possible. 
 

Illness 
In order to keep the more vulnerable members of our school community safe, a reminder to inform the school 
if your child contracts any of the following: Chickenpox, Shingles, Measles or Mumps. Please call the relevant 
community office, thank you in advance. 
 

Lost Property 
Any unlabelled lost property this week can be found here.  
If lost property is labelled, we will email home and hand it to students directly, students can also ask in their 
community. 
 
Please can we ask that you check the lost property list above for items missing and encourage students to look 
in lost property for their missing items. Can we remind parents to name everything for a much higher chance 
of relocating lost property to their rightful owner.  
 
 

External Clubs, Sports, Services and Events  

 

Basketball Club ​​ ​ ​ Ashurst Wood Junior Football Club      

 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   

 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ SENCo Timetable ​       Football Training  
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Girls Self Defence Camp​ ​ Winter Holiday Activities  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CD Phoenix Netball​ ​      Adopt an Animal​             Holiday Skate Club​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​  

 

 

 

Crochet Club​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Christmas Carol Service - St Swithun’s Church 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
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