
 

 

  

 

Families Bulletin 
Monday 12 January 2026 - Friday 16 January 2026 
 

HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE 
 
Dear Families 

 

Despite the cold snap in weather, there has been a lovely warm feeling being back this week. I have had the 

pleasure of leading this week's assemblies and it has been a real joy to see how well our Community system is 

now embedded. Students from each community demonstrate the high standards and sense of belonging we 

expect in our assemblies. They listen attentively and are really starting to buy into their collective 

achievements and opportunities as smaller communities for the good of the wider school and community as 

well as what it does for them individually. This has been born out of excellent leadership from our Community 

Leaders and their teams, a more consistent approach to tutoring and a genuine ambition for every student to 

be known, heard and belong, especially as part of a large school such as ours. 

 

My assembly was entitled ‘control the controllables’. A simple message to try and encourage us all to develop 

strategies and coping mechanisms to spend more of our time and energy on the things we know we can have 

some control over, rather than focus too much time on things that are out of our control that can lead to a 

build up of anxiety or worry.  

 

Students came up with some great examples and I left them all with the challenge to try this out as we start a 

new year. That is of course much easier said than done in some circumstances we know, but it was this pledge 

to try that is important and that we will look to build on. And of course it helps us adults just as much so I am 

going to start my 2026 by making the pledge to myself too! 

 
Jo Meloni 
Headteacher 

 

I have a few more assemblies still to come so will be handing over the reins of ‘Hot Chocolate with the 
Head’ to my senior team over the next few weeks. This week it was the turn of Deputy Head, Paul Street 
which he was really delighted to do and had a great time with students from the Attenborough Community. 
You can read his report below. 

 

Week: A​​ ​ Timetable: 4 + 1 

 

 



 

 

Hot Chocolate With The Deputy Head 

 
It was a pleasure to sit in for Ms Meloni this week and have hot chocolate with the Attenborough community. 

What a fabulous bunch of young people nominated for their contributions to the school, charity work and 

resilience. We talked about their ambitions for the new year ahead and resolutions. I am proud of them all. 

 

Mr Paul Street 

Deputy Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I handed 
                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Key Dates 

 
Wednesday 14 January 2026​ ​ ​ ​ The Science of Learning - Family Workshop 
Thursday 15 January 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Year 7 Consultation Evening 
Tuesday 20 January 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Federation Music Event 
Thursday 22 January 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Year 8 Consultation Evening 
Wednesday 28 January 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Flu Vaccination Mop Up Session 
Thursday 29 January 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Year 9 Options Evening 
Monday 02 February 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Year 8 HPV vaccinations 
Thursday 05 February 2026​ ​ ​ ​ Year 11 Information Evening 
W/B 09 February 2026​ ​ ​ ​ School Show Week 
Friday 13 February 2026​ ​ ​ ​ INSET DAY 
Saturday 14 - Sunday 22 February 2026​ ​ Ski Trip - Andorra 
Monday 16 - Friday 20 February 2026​ ​ HALF TERM BREAK 
Friday 20 - Wednesday 25 February 2026​ ​ Business Studies Trip - San Francisco 
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Notice board  
 

Pre-loved Prom 
On Friday 30 January we are holding our first Pre-loved Prom Sale.  

We are looking for students and families who have Prom attire they no longer want and would like us to sell on 

their behalf. This includes dresses, suits, accessories and other prom related items. We will take a sellers fee 

which we are donating to the local food bank as they are in need of support.  

 

The event itself will be on Friday 30 January from 3.30pm - 5.30pm (P-Block). Students can browse, try and 

buy the items. We also plan to have stalls to help with the other sides of Prom planning, such as hair, make up, 

nails, dress alterations, limousines, spray tans  and more. We are hoping this will be a one-stop shop for all 

your Prom needs! If you are interested in having a stall please contact kdawson@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Book of the Week - Mr Angella  
Book of the Week: Darwin's Dragons by Lindsay Galvin 

This week's Book of the Week comes from author Lindsay Galvin, who will be joining 

us this week to work with Year 7. More information about Lindsay can be found 

here. She is a fantastic young-adult fiction author and copies of her books are 

available in the library.  

 

Community Spanish  
If one of your New Year's resolutions was to learn a new language, why not come 

along to our Community Spanish lessons, aimed at Sackville Families? From 6 - 7pm 

on a Monday evening, a small group of families come together to learn some useful Spanish for travel and 

holiday purposes and have some fun in a relaxed, no-pressure environment. Priced at just £30 a term, the 

lessons are designed for beginners and welcome to all. If you would like more information, or would like to 

come for a taster session, please contact Mr Francis on sfrancis@mysackville.co.uk. 

 

Extra Curricular Activities  
Happy New Year. Extra curricular activities start next week, with everything from 

rugby, to coding, chess and crochet! Don't forget to enrol your child onto the club 

of their choice on the MCAS app before spaces fill up. Simply click the 'Clubs' tab 

on the MCAS homepage and book them on for this term. With over 30 clubs a 

week running there is something for everyone. Every club attended gains two 

community points and ultimately leads to new connections, new skills and a 

stronger Sackville Graduation at the end of the year.  

New for Spring Term 1 we have chess club in M04 and ecoclub in LO2 both on a 

Wednesday after school.  
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 Safeguarding  
 

Managing Peer Pressure Safely 
Teenagers often face pressure to fit in—whether it’s experimenting with substances, sexting, or skipping 

school. Support your child to build confidence in saying no. Roleplay scenarios and help them think through 

outcomes. Remind them that real friends respect boundaries. 

Please contact your child’s tutor, community team or safeguarding@sackvilleschool.org.uk if you have any 

concerns/questions around your child’s safety. You can also contact the following organisations, depending on 

where you live, to get more advice. 

West Sussex - 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/keeping-children-safe/request-support-or-rai

se-a-concern-about-a-child/ 

East Sussex - https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/children-families/report-a-concern-child 

Surrey - https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/contact-childrens-services 

Kent - https://www.kscmp.org.uk/guidance/worried-about-a-child 

 

As always, if you are aware or have any worries regarding the safety of our students then contact our 
safeguarding team. Contact details below: 

 

Safeguarding Leads: 
Mr Millican - amillican@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Street - pstreet@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mrs Steer - asteer@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Vallally-Godfrey - 

avallallygodfrey@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

 

Safeguarding Team: 
Mr Endersby - jendersby@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mrs Hunt - shunt@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Ms Porter - mporter@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Cowlin - pcowlin@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Quigley - pquigley@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

 

 

Mrs Harper - aharper@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mr Groves - hgroves@sackvilleschool.org.uk 

Mrs Valentine - 

hvalentine@sackvilleschool.org.uk 
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Sparx Mathematics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra-Curricular Opportunities  

The link for next half terms extra-curricular sessions can be found here: 

Extra-Curricular Opportunities Spring Term  

The ‘live’ document shows our sessions, and new clubs may appear throughout the term. These will be 
communicated through this document and the Families Bulletin. Once in the document please scroll across to 
the year group relevant to your child.  

Mr Ashley Vallally-Godfrey 
Associate Assistant Headteacher 
 

 

Current Vacancies  

We have one support staff role available at the moment. If you would be interested in any of the following or 
know anyone else who may be, please call Katie Dawson, Headteacher’s PA for more information, or apply 
directly following these links: 

●​ Exam Invigilators 
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Sackville News 

 

We also publish a half termly newsletter and the latest edition can be seen here: Sackville Newsletter.  

Next publication date: Friday 13 February 2026 

 

Futures - Find It Out Thursday 
 
Find it out Thursdays 
 
This is a chance for students to explore different professions and learn from 
those that are in that industry and can give a first hand experience. Different 
industries are highlighted each week and students have the opportunity to 
attend one talk per half term. When these terms talks have been confirmed, 
students will be able to sign up using a Google form that will be sent out. 
Students can come along and start to investigate career paths open to you 
and discover the skills that you will be required to develop to join that 
industry. 
 
 
 
 
 
So far next term we have Octopus Energy for plumbing, electrician and other pathways, Karen Windsor from 
Sculpt and Change Therapies talking about Reflexology and self care therapies, an Children's Ed Psych and a 
financial talk the date to be confirmed.  Please use the google form to book on this link. 
 
If you would be willing to come in and speak to students and be part of our Find it out Thursday program 
please contact Helen Smith on hsmith@sackvilleschool.org.uk. 
 
 

Medication, Illness and Vaccines 
 

NHS Guidelines 
Please find some useful information here from the NHS on when to keep 
your child off school. 

 

 

 

Medication 
To ensure that we continue to support students when they are unwell, we need to make sure our records are 
up-to-date. As a school we will continue to administer ad-hoc medication as per the consent slip you have  
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completed. If you wish for this to change, please contact the relevant year team. Should your child be 
diagnosed with any new medical condition please contact us.  
In addition, should your child's medical condition change (i.e., they no longer need to use their inhaler) please 
contact their community team.  
We will continue to provide the support and medical assistance you have already agreed to unless we hear 
from you. 
 

Illness 
In order to keep the more vulnerable members of our school community safe, a reminder to inform the school 
if your child contracts any of the following: Chickenpox, Shingles, Measles or Mumps. Please call the relevant 
community office, thank you in advance. 
 

Lost Property 

Please can we ask that you check the lost property list above for items missing and encourage students to look 
in lost property for their missing items. Can we remind parents to name everything for a much higher chance 
of relocating lost property to their rightful owner.  
 
A list of the current lost property we have is here. 
 
 
 

External Clubs, Sports, Services and Events  

 

Her Move - January 2026​     Sunnyside Youth Club​ ​ Basketball Club ​ 
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​  ​ ​ Pre Loved Prom ​​           

 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   

 

 

 

SENCo Timetable ​           Girls Self Defence Camp​ ​ Adopt an animal

​  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ​      Crochet Club​​ ​ ​             CD Phoenix Netball​ ​ ​
​  
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Parent Mental Health Support ​ ​  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Community initiative for teenage girls​                        Football Sessions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             ​ ​     Ashurst Wood Junior Football Club  
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